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THE FINAL 


Daithi 
Ó Conaill 
1938 - 1991 


A WAVE of shock passed through Ireland when 
it was learned that Dáithí Ó Conaill, Vice- 
President of Sinn Féin Poblachtach and a 
Republican soldier for over 35 years, had died 
suddenly on the afternoon of New Years Day 
at his home in Raheny, Dublin. He was 52 years 
of age and had not been ill over the Christmas 
season. 

Following the initial shock many Republicans 
reflected immediately on the poignancy of the 
date, 34 years to the day after the death in 
action by his side of two Volunteers of the 
Pearse Column, IRA — Seán Sabhat and Fergal 
O'Hanlon — in the raid on Brookeborough RUC 
Barracks in Co. Fermanagh. Many recalled how 
Dáithi had saved the lives of four wounded men 
that day by taking over command from the 
wounded column leader and making a successful 


withdrawal. 

People were genuinely 
shocked also to learn that 
he was so young, and this 
was probably due to his 
long involvement and 
prominent position in the 
Republican Movement 
over more than three 
decades. 

Speaking to close coll- 
eague, Cathleen Knowles, 
only minutes into the New 
Year Dáithi had expressed 
hope and optimism that 
1991 would see the sec- 
uring of a way forward on 
the road to Irish freedom 
and self-determination. He 
had just completed a draft 
position paper for discuss- 
ion at Sinn Féin Poblach- 
tachs Ard Chomhairle 
meeting in January. 


DETERMINATION 

He was determined that 
Sinn Féin Poblachtach’s 
contribution to a just and 
lasting peace in the EIRE 
NUA (1990) proposals 


would be widely dissemin- 
ated in the ongoing search 
for a way forward from 
the present impasse. His 
colleagues, inspired by his 
example, will ensure that 
his unremitting work will 
not be in vain and that his 
legacy of commitment and 
duty wil not go un- 
recognised. 

It was only fitting that 
the final salute was given 
outside of St. Brigid's 
Church, Killester after the 
Requiem Mass on Thurs- 
day, January 3 when a 
single shot was fired over 
his Tricolour-draped coffin 
by a Republican comrade. 
A colour party of Cum- 
ann na mBan members 
with furled flags draped in 
black crepe along with a 
Republican Guard of Hon- 
our flanking the remains 
at the head of a 500-strong 
cortege drawn up in mil- 
itary formation stood to 
attention on the Howth 


SALUTE 


Road as this tribute was 
paid. 


TREMENDOUS BLOW 

In an, initial reaction, 
Ruairi Ó Brádaigh, Pres- 
ident of Sinn Féin Pob- 
lachtach said that Dáithí 
O Conail's death was a 
tremendous blow to Rep- 
ublicanism. “His was the 
ablest mind in the Repub- 
lican Movement for over 
20 years," he said. He ex- 
tended his deepest sym- 
pathy and that of the 
organisation to Dáithi's 
wife Deirdre, son Fergal 
and daughters Dióg and 
Ciara. 

The removal on Wednes- 
day, January 2 took place 
from Beaumont Hospital 
on the Northside of 
Dublin. A large crowd of 
people gathered at the 
mortuary from 530pm 
where a Guard of Honour 
of Cumann na mBan stood 
to attention beside the 
remains. Members of the 
Ard Chomhairle carried 
the coffin draped in the 
National Flag into the 
waiting hearse. 

After leaving Beaumont 
Hospital the cortege made 
its way along Kilmore 
Road and Ardlea Road in- 
to Brookwood Avenue 
where the eight-man Rep- 
ublican Guard of Honour 
and Cumann na mBan col- 
our party formed up again 
and the mourners walked 
the last couple of hundred 
yards. As the procession 
turned on to the Howth 
Road the coffin was carr- 
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DEATH OF 


DAITHI 
Ó CONAILL 
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ied by fellow Republicans 
and family members into a 
packed St. Brigid’s Church, 
Killester. 

The remains were rec- 
eived by Fr. Desmond O* 
Reily, Fr. John Leahy, 
Parish Priest and an 
t-Athair Piaras O Dúill, a 
longtime friend and coll- 
eague of Dáithí Ó Conaill, 
who led the mourners in a 
decade of the Rosary in 
lrish. 

On Thursday morning, 
January 3 the church was 
again thronged for the 
Funeral Mass, at which an 
t-Athair O Dúill officiated. 
Dióg Ní Chonaill, Dáithi"s 
daughter gave the first 
reading and Gráinne Mall- 
on, his sister-indaw, read 
the responsorial psalm. 


Outside, after the single ` 
shot was fired over the 
coffin the hearse and the 
mourning car drove the 
short distance towards 
Raheny, where Dáithí liv- 
ed, before turning and pro- 
ceeding to Glasnevin Cem- 
etery. 

When the funeral reach- 
ed Glasnevin over a 1000 
people formed up and an- 
swering commands in Irish 


OBITUAR 


DAITHI 6 CONAILL 
was born in Cork in 
1938 and in 1955 join- 
ed Sinn Féin during 
the local elections in 
the summer of that 
year. At the age of 17 
he stepped into the 
gap left vacant in the 
ranks by his own uncle 
Vol. Michael O’Sull- 
ivan who at the age of 
17 also, and with five 
other comrades, was 
bayonetted to death 
while sleeping by the 
Black-and-Tans in the 
early days of 1921. He 
joined the Irish Repub- 
lican Army, and Dec- 
ember 1956 found him 
an organiser, under 
GHQ Staff, in Co. Fer- 
managh. ^ 

Some weeks later as 
second-in-command of the 
Pearse Column he was in 
the attack on Brooke- 
borough Barracks and 
when his comrades Seán 
Sabhat of Garryowen and 
Fergal O'Hanlon of Mon- 
aghan were killed in action 
and four were wounded, 
including the column com- 
mander, this young man of 
18 years took over comm- 
and and negotiated a succ- 
essful withdrawal across 
the Border, where they 
were forced to retire. 
From there, it was Mount- 
joy and the Curragh Con- 
centration Camp until he 


escaped in 1958. 
Returning to active ser- 


marched to the National 
Graves Association Repub- 
lican Plot. Bob Murray, 
Belfast, was Chief Mar- 
shall. 


FLAG PRESENTED 

At the graveside Des 
Long, Limerick, of the 
Ard Chomhairle, Sinn Féin 
Poblachtach, presented the 
National Flag to Déithi's 
widow, Deirdre. Councill- 
or Joe O'Neill, Bundoran, 
chaired the proceedings. 

The Last Post and Rev- 
eille were sounded by two 
buglers from Cork and 
Dundalk and a decade of 
the Rosary in Irish was rec- 
ited by Lita Ni Chath- 
mhaoil, Ard-Rúnaí, Sinn 
Féin Poblachtach. Cathleen 
Knowles, Ard-Rúnaí, read 
“The Rhythm of Time" a 
poem by Bobby Sands 
that was one of Dáithí O 
Conaill’s favourites, and 
which he recited to great 
effect in his address at the 
Hunger-Strike Commemor- 
ation in Bundoran, Co. 
Donegal, in August 1990. 

ORATION 

The oration was given by 
Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, Pres- 
ident, Sinn Féin Poblach- 
tach, who was also a close 
comrade and friend. 


vice and for a period 
Director of Operations he 
was critically wounded in 
an ambush by RUC and 
B-Specials at Ardboe in 
Co. Tyrone on the shores 
of Lough Neagh. He made 
his escape but was obliged 
to seek medical help be- 
cause of loss of blood in 
his weakened condition. 

He was captured and on 
recovery got an eight-year 
sentence which he served 
in Crumlin Road jail in 
Belfast up to his release in 
September 1963. He ret- 
urned to Cork and report- 
ed back to the Republican 
Movement. He was active 
in the Wolfe Tone Society 
— Muintir Wolfe Tone in 
Cork and later trained as a 
Vocational Teacher and 
took up a position in Glen- 
colmcille in Co. Donegal 
where he worked closely 
with the late Fr, James Mc- 
Dyer of the co-operative 
movement. 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


With the coming of the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
the outbreak in Derry in 
1969 Dáithi became very 
actively involved there. He 
was one of the leaders of 
the Provisional Republican 
Movement when the break 
came with the Workers 
Party on the issue of tak- 
ing seats in Westminster, 
Stormont and Leinster 
House. 

He visited New York at 
Easter 1970 and following 
‘on the good work done by 
Seán Keenan of Derry he 
helped to establish Irish 
Northern Aid there. The 


eSeán Ó Sé, Seán Ó Conchúir and Micha 


el MacManus (Ard-Chomhairle) shoulder the 


coffin into Glasnevin Cemetery followed by Deirdre and Fergal Ó Conaill. 


“A Cháirde ar fad, 

“Words ascribed to 
Cúchulainn, the Irish 
warrior-hero of old whose 
statue stands in the Gener- 
al Post Office in Dublin. It 
goes, “It is better to have 
short life with honour 
than to have long life 
without honour". And 
surely Dáithr Ó Conaill 
had honour every day of 
his life,” he said. 


“But besides all that, 
right to the very end 
Dáithr Ó Conaill was a 
soldier. Dáithí Ó Conaill 
believed with James Conn- 
olly, and I guote Conn- 
olly: “We will fight for our 


following year he was th 
architect of the EIRE 
NUA policy and later that 
year he became Vice-Pres- 
ident of Sinn Féin. He 
took part in many meet- 
ings searching for a basis 
for a permanent peace and 
was a member of the Rep- 
ublican delegation to meet 
representatives of the Brit- 
ish government in London 
in 1972. 

He was prominent in the 
Feakle talks with Protest- 
ant clergymen in 1974 and 
he promoted the sub- 
sequent Unilateral Repub- 
lican Truce over Christmas 
and, ultimately, following 
a resumption of operations, 
a Bilateral Truce. agreed 


with the British govern- ' 


ment representatives. 

He was arrested by the 
Dublin government in July 
1975, in an attempt to 


cause when words are use- 
ful with words and with 
arms when arms are need- 
ed.” 

“I think it only approp- 
riate to quote a simple 
verse from a song com- 
posed in Belfast in the 
1970s and published in 
1975 in the songbook 
Songs of Irish Resistance. 
“Say Hello to the Provos" 
is the name of it. The 
"Provos" as the united 
resistance movement was 
called at the time in pop- 
ular parlance. The last 
verse of it goes as follows, 
of this man who in his own 
time was a living legend. 


eDáithi Ó Conaill pictured in the 1970s with Tom Barry, West Cork 
Commander 1920-21 and Chief-of-Staff, IRA in the late 1930s. 


sabotage that Truce. He 
was on hunger-strike in 
Portlaoise Prison for 47 
days in 1977 although he 
had impaired health from 
natural causes in addition 
to the long-term effects of 
his gunshot wounds. Foll- 
owing his release he was 
active again and was prom- 
inent in the National H- 
Block/Armagh Committee 
from 1979 - 81. 

He resigned with others 
from national office in 
1983 because of the aband- 
onment of the EIRE NUA 
policy for a New Four 
Province Federal Ireland. 
He opposed the move in 
Sinn Féin in 1986 to take 
seats in Leinster House 
and accept the 26-county 
state. He withdrew from 
the Ard-Fheis with over 
100 delegates and re- 
organised as Republican 


“David O'Connell, we 
honour your name; 
The British generals 
you put them to shame; 
First time their downfall 
you were to blame; 
Remember, we shall 
remember." 


BUÍOCHAS AR LEITH, 
particular thanks goes to 
the National Graves Assoc- 
iation for their co-oper- 
ation and assistance. Spec- 
ial thanks is also due to 
the Colgan family, Dublin, 
of the West County and 


Spa Hotels for their 
immediate support to the 
bereaved family. 


Brigade Column 


Sinn Fein / Sinn Féin Pob- 
lachtach, of which he be- 
came Vice-President in 
1987. In one of his last ac- 
tions he was instrumental 
in having an updated ÉIRE 
NUA adopted in October 
of 1990. 

Dáithí Ó Conaill viewed 
the Republican Movement 
not as a political party, 
but as the main catalyst of 
progressive forces to 
achieve Irish Freedom. 

He is survived by his 
wife Deirdre (nee Caffrey) 
son Fergal, daughters Ciara 
and Dióg, sister Elma Kell- 
eher (Cork) and brothers 
Stephen, John, Owen 
(Cork) and Michael (USA). 

SAOIRSE staff extend 
(their deepest sympathy to 
Deirdre and all the O 
Conaill family, relatives 
and friends. Ni bheidh a 
leithéid ann aris. 


TRIBUTE 


“I remember a man 


the Republican Move-| 
ment in Feakle, Co.| 
Clare on December 10) 
1974. He was speaking 
on Radio Ulster’s Talk- 
back programme, Jan 


uary 2, 1991. 
eee 


“Weep not. for our 
comrade who laboured 
with honour for the 


who compromised the 
Cause he so nobly ser- 


“But on the question 
of partition or the re- 
cognition of the Dáil 
and/or Stormont as 
the legitimate expres- 
sion of Irish political 
will there could be no 


Savvy of 
Dáithí Ó Conaill”, The 
Cork Examiner, Jan- 
uary 4, 1991. 
eee 
“Of all those who 
were involved deeply 
in the Republican 
armed movement in 
the past 30 years, none 
tried harder than 
Conaill to end the 
struggle . . . . his 
hopes for a peaceful 
and permanent solu- 
tion to the situation 
was not achieved in 
his lifetime, the hopes 
of achieving it are less- 
ened by his death.” 
Padraig Kennelly (Edi- 
tor), Kerry’s Eye, Jan- 
uary 3, 1991. 
eee 


“For almost two 
score years I have 
witnessed myself that 
ceaseless energy, that 
constant endurance, 
that unfailing sincerity 
of the man in attempt- 
ing to undo the oppres- 


sion, coercion and 
humiliation of his 
people." 


An t-Athair Piaras Ó 
Dúill, during the Re- 
quiem Mass, January 
4, 1991. 

* ti 


"He made several 
attempts to reach a 
political settlement 
with Britain in pursuit 
of the IRA's goal of a 
united Ireland" 

* Milestones ", Time 
Magazine, January 14, 
1991. 


SAOIRSE — Feabhra/February 1991 5 


RIBUTE 
UAITHI D GONAILL 


MAY HAVE GREAT MEN 
BUT WE'LL NEVER HAVE BETTER... 


ig 


@Daithi O Conaill i A 


@Sedn Sabhat Fuair Dáithí bas ag leanuint an troda @Fergal O h-Annluain 
Fusir, Seán bés 3g told ar son na. mind Sf ton na hieann, go hior- Fuair Fi á i 

Éi i Coille, 1957 ónta ar Lá Coille 1991, 34 bliain go — PF ergal bás ag troid ar son na 
h-Éireann ae Siue "8 — atanláa fhuair a chomráidaithe bás h-Éireann ar Lá Coille, 1957 ag 
Achadh Lon, i gContae Fhear Manach . éis ionsaithe ar an mBeairic Achadh Lon, i gContae Fhear Manach 


in aois 28 mbliain. "Acta Eon: in aois 20 mbliain. 
M« Bivouac of theDead VE 
The muffled drum's sad roll has beat the ^ Rest on, embalmed and sainted dead, dear as the Your marble minstrel’s voiceless stone, in 
soldier $ last tattoo; : blood ye gave! deathless song shall tell, 


No more on life's parade shall meet, that brave No impious footstep here shall tread the herbage When many a vanished year hath flown, the 


and fallen few. of your grave; story how ye fell; stie 
On Fame's eternal camping ground their silent Nor shall your glory be forgot, while Fame her Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's blight, 
tents are spread, records keeps, ‘ Nor Time's remorseless doom, á 
And Glory guards, with solemn round, Or Honour points the hallowed spot where Can dim one ray of holy light that gilds your 
the bivouac of the dead. Valour proudly sleeps. glorious tomb. 


Theodore O’ Hara 


© Dálthi Ó Conaill aged 17 on receipt of Gold Medal 
1953 from Amalgamated Association of Carpenters. 


* Dáithí Ó Conaill graduating as Vocational Teacher in Goi 
Co. Wexford, 1968, 


e á « 
thi Ó Conaill takes a break with his children, Fergal, Ciara 
and Dióg while on the run in 1973. 


e Dáithí Ó Conaill speaking at the Liam Lynch Commemor- i 
ation in Cork, 1973. On right Gearóid Mac Carthaigh, e Dáithí Ó Conaill with his friend and comrade, Councillor 
Maura Drumm and Tom Kelleher. Joe O'Neill. 


“He will be remem- 
bered as a great pat- 
riot, brave hero and 
an untiring leader of 
the Republican Move- 
ment whose principles 
and ideals of 1916 
never waivered. ” 
George Harrison, Jack 
and Lois Donohue, 
Cionaod O Cinnéide, 
Mickey Whelan, Brian 
Moon. e Jimmy 
M , Cumann na 
Sauna, New York. 

see 
“I have been very im- 
pressed by the man 
and his work. Ireland 
has lost a man of great 
importance.” 
D. Foulon, Irlande 
magazine, 
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“ALL THOSE who are involved in the struggle 
for Irish Independence were shocked and devast- 


“Our task is more difficult now than it was in 197 
the fact that Republicanism brings out the best i 
cynicism of the politicians and a deed will come v 
seeds sown by the young men and women of previo 


ated by the sudden and untimely death of Daithi 


Ó Conaill on New Year’s Day. 

"Born into a Republican family in County 
Cork in 1938, Dáithi joined the Republican 
Movement while still a mere youth in 1955. 
He played an active role in the 1956-1962 
Campaign which included imprisonment, escape, 
being severely wounded in action, capture by 
Crown Forces, again a long term of imprison- 
ment, and release in 1963. Returning to his 
native Cork he remained active in the Movement, 
trained as a vocational teacher and worked in 
Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal. He was very con- 
scious of the rise and development of the Civil 
Rights movement and concerned about the 
pending British-supported Unionist backlash. 
When it came to a head in 1969 he saw very 
clearly that events would lead to another phase 
of armed struggle against British rule in Ireland. 

“He would emerge as a leader and top strategist of the 
militant wing of the Independence Movement which 
broke with others on the issue of abstention and taking 
seats in any of the parliaments, Westminster, Stormont 
or Leinster House. He played an active role in organizing 
Irish Northern Aid in America in 1970, meeting openly 
with Michael Flannery and his colleagues and quietly 
with his old friends Eoin McNamee of Tyrone and 
Liam Cotter of Tralee to secure the wherewithal of 
resistance. During the 1970s he served credibly on the 
highest level as a statesman, spokesman and as military 
director and advisor of the Independence Movement. 
His active career spanned 35 years, seven of those he 
served in various prisons, one of which involved a 47 
day hunger strike in Portlaoise in 1977. He devoted 

, all his ability and talented mind to the cause of his 
country's full freedom. 


DIVIDING LINE 
"The dividing line between the people colonised 


© Last public appearance of Dáithí Ó Conaill at the Easter 
arrest on July 9, 1975 and his subsequent conviction. 


Jg 


Com 


[3]; E ES E ECT E S C C C n ESL] 


970, but we must take heart as we did in 1970 from 
in people. Not all our youth are tainted with the 
> which will awaken in the hearts of our people the 


SAOIRSE — Feabhra/February 1991 


ious generations.” 


- Dáithí Ó Conaill - Bodenstown 1989 


and their colonisers was clearly etched and drawn 
to Dáithí, and his sympathies were always with people 
in the Third World struggling to emerge and develop 
from centuries of colonial exploitation. He was enthused 
and heartened with the release of Nelson Mandela in 
February, 1990 and was privileged to meet the ANC 
leader when he visited Ireland and he admired and 
approved the close relationship between Nelson Man- 
dela and Joe Slovo, Chairman of the Communist Party 
of South Africa. 


“Always steadfast and true to principle, he withdrew 
with his lifelong friend Ruairi Ó Brádaigh and others 
from the 1986 Ard-Fheis when Sinn Féin decided to 
take seats in Leinster House, regarded by Dáithí as an 
extension of Westminster, and re-organised under the 
banner of Republican Sinn Féin of which he became 
Vice-President the following year. 


“To many of us he was a legend in his lifetime, the 
embodiment of the centuries-old struggle against Brit- 
ish Imperialism and all its cancerous offspring, fascism, 
racism and sectarianism. It was a great privilege to have 
known him, to have shared his confidence, to have 
learned from him and to have been able to call him 
friend as well as comrade. To his faithful wife, Deirdre, 
to his daughters Ciara and Diog, and to his son Fergal, 
we extend our sincere condolence. 


UNWAVERING TRADITION 

"He has now gone to join his old comrades and all 
the great heroes of the long struggle in the Irish Val- 
halla of bravery and heroism. We promise to carry on 
his unselfish and unwavering tradition and to help 
attain the first goal of his life — namely — an Ireland 
free and unfettered from the shackles of imperialism 
and dedicated to the concept of a world free from 
hunger, war and exploitation of man by his fellow 
man. 


“We will say no goodbyes. We repeat what we have 
said for many others of his brave and noble kind — 
until such time as we are called to join him — a sad 
and a reluctant ‘So Long Daithi’.” 


mmemoration in Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone prior to his 


*Dáithi O Conaill answers questions from the press after the 


Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis 1986. 


* Déithi Ó Conaill at a Press Conference after his release from 


Portlaoise Prison in 1976. 


“We are inspired by 
the depth and duration 
of his commitment to 
Ireland's freedom. We 
are awe-struck by the 
standard he has set; it 
must be unique in his- 
tory. To it, and him, 


we  rededicate 
efforts." 
Friends of Irish Free- 
dom, Chicago, USA. 

* *o* 


"Yet at the same time 
O Conaill was one of 
the most enthusiastic 


our 


Due 


pursuers of peace. He 


G 


e Cathleen Knowles, Dáithí Ó Conaill and the [El 


Hon. Joseph J. DioGuardi of the US Congress, 
in Sinn Féin Poblachtach’s offices, Shaw 


Street, Dublin, 1987. 


eDáithi Ó Conaill at the 1981 Hunger Strikers Commemoration [re 
in Bundoran, August 1990. 


Dáithi O Conaill hands in a petition to the British Embassy, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin, on International Peace Day 1987. 


was deeply involved in 
the two major 
attempts to bring a 
halt to the IRA’s cam- 


paign in 1972 and 
1974-75.” 
Jack Holland, Irish 


<a 


* Dáithi O Conaill talks to the Russian Cultural Attaché at Nora Connolly O'Brien's funeral in 1981. 


hind 


February 5, 1991. 


“A tremendous blow [BS 
to Republicanism. His 
was the ablest mind in 
the Republican Move- 
ment for over 20 
years." . 

Ruairí O Brádaigh, [E 
Uachtarán, Sinn Féin 
Poblachtach. 

"A great loss to the 
Republican Movement. 
He was a very deter- [E 
mined and good natur- [I] 
ed man". 

Tomás MacCurtáin, 
The Cork Examiner, 
January 2, 1991. 


ee o 


E 


“He was a person of 
great gifts of intellect, 
organisation and 
charm. He could have 
had a comfortable, 
challenging life, which 
would have brought 
him, almost certainly, 
to the top of whatever 
career he had chosen. 
As it was, he lived a 
life of frugality and 
often hardship.” 
Vincent Browne s 


Diary The Sunday Tri- 
bune, January 6, 1991. 


1st Es Er n En sm n sr e n ill 


Tew of Action” 


IN THE cover story of This Week 
(the Irish News Magazine) of 
October 29, 1971, the author states: 
"David O’ Connell is a strange mix- 
ture of mystic and man of action.” 
Man of action he certainly was. 
Born im Cork City; his family had 
been ihvolved in the Republican 
Movement for generations. His 
uncle Michael O'Sullivan, was killed 
by the Black and Tans in Cork in 
1921 while on active service with 
the Ist Cork Brigade, IRA. Another 
uncle, David Sullivan, was active 
also and was forced to emigrate to 
America in 1925 where he took a 
deep interest in US trade union 
affairs. 

At the age of 17 years Dáithi joined the 
Republican Movement. He organised in 
Co. Fermanagh prior to the 1956 Cam- 
paign. Referring to this period the author 
of This Week says: “ ....when the IRA 


opened its campaign in 1956, he was one 
of the first men to abandon his career and 
go campaigning in Northern Ireland as a 
guerrilla fighter. Those who were with 
him at the time say that he was an extra- 


© Dáithí Ó Conaill aged 21 years 
ordinarily’ courageous and audacious 
fighter, continuously taking risks that less 
bold men might call unreasonable.” 
BADLY WOUNDED 
Following the attack on Brookboro* 
RUC Barracks on New Year's Day 1957 
in which Seán South and Fergal O'Han- 
lon were killed, Dáithi O Conaill led the 
withdrawal of the badly wounded column 
across the Fermanagh mountains. While 
seeking medical aid for his comrades, 
Dáithí was arrested by Free State milit. 


LONGFORD County Council at its 
January meetipg extended sym- 
pathy to the O Conaill family on 
the death of Dáithi. The resolution 
was proposed by Independent Cllr. 
Michael Brennan. 


TRALEE Urban Distict Council 
- Chairman and members extended 
sympathy at their Janaury meeting 
to the O Conaill family on the 
death of Dáithí. The County 
manager and staff of Council also 
sent their sympathy. 


CO. DONEGAL Vocational Educat- 
ion Committee at its meeting on 
January 21 voted sympathy to the 

Conaill family on the death of 
Dátihi. The resolution was propos- 
ed by Sinn Féin Poblachtach Cllr. 
Joe O’ Neill (Bundoran). 


AT Long Kesh 120 political prison- 
ers signed Mass cards in an express- 
ion of sympathy to the family and 
friends of the late Dáithi O Conaill, 
who died on New Year's Day. 


ary and incarcerated in Mountjoy Jail. 

On the morning of his release Ó Conaill 
was taken directly to the Curragh Con- 
centration Camp. He escaped from there 
in September 1958 along with Ruairi Ó 
Brádaigh. A year later, Dáithí was badly 
wounded in an encounter with the RUC 
in Co. Tyrone, being hit by automatic 
gunfire no less than six times. Alone and 
bleeding heavily from stomach, leg and 
hand wounds, he made his way along the 
shores of Lough Neagh seeking help. He 
was eventually taken to hospital where an 
emergency operation was carried out in 
an attempt to save his life. Dáithi Ó 
Conaill survived, with a sense that he was 
living on borrowed time. Following his 
release from hospital he was sentenced to 
8 years in Crumlin Road Jail, Belfast. 


In 1964, a year after his release from 
prison he married a Donegal woman, 
Deirdre Caffrey and settled in Cork. He 
resumed his activities with the Republic- 
an Movement and qualified as a teacher 
of Construction Technology. In 1968 the 
family moved to Donegal and worked for 
years with Fr. James McDyer in building 
up the Co-operative Movement. 


BATTLE OF THE BOGSIDE 

During the Battle of the Bogside in 
Derry 1969, Dáithí was appointed officer 
in charge of the counties Donegal, Derry , 
Tyrone and Fermanagh. He disagreed 
with the reformist, compromising leader- 
ship of the time and he was instrumental 
in re-organising the Movement under the 
leadership of the Provisional Army 
Council. 

Ó Conaill travelled to the US in 1970 
at the request of the leadership. Along 
with Seán Keenan of Derry, Dáithí met 
various groups to outline the Republican 
position. Both were back again in 1971 
for the formal founding of Irish Northern 
Aid. A deep friendship was formed with 
the founding fathers — Jack McCarthy, 
John McGowan, Matt Higgins and Mike 
Flannery. Of that group, only Mike 
Flannery is still alive and he continues to 
give full support to the Republican cause 
in Ireland. During that period also, Dáithí 
became acquainted with George Harrison 
and a comradeship developed which 
lasted until his death. 


For the following decades, 6 Conaill 
played a leading role in the war against 
the British. He led a Republican deleg- 
ation which had-talks with British Lab- 
our Party leader, Harold Wilson in March 
1972. The British flew him to London 
along with other Republican leaders for 
talks for a peacessettlement in July of the 
same year. With the resumption of hos- 


MAGHABERRY prisoners Tommy 
McKearney, The Moy, Co. Tyrone, 
Denis Cummins, Stewartstown, Co. 
Tyrone, and 17 other political pris- 
oners sent condolences and Mass 
cards sympathising with the famil: 
and friends of the late Dáithi 
Conaill. 


DÁITHÍ Ó CONAILL 
MEMORIAL FUND 


The Ard Chomhairle of Sinn Féin 
Poblachtach has established 
National Dáithí O Conaill Memorial 
Fund and appointed a committee: 
Tony Ruane, Cathleen Knowles, 
Joe O’ Neill, Mick McManus. We 
are making an appeal for donations 
All contributions, large or small will 

nowledged. Please send don- 
ations to Ddirhi O Conaill Memorial 
Fund EIRE NUA office, 13 Aston 
Place, Dublin 


* On New Year's Day 1957 a 14-man IRA Unit attacked Brookborough RUC 
Barracks, (above) County Fermanagh. Regrettably two volunteers, Seán South and 
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Fergal O'Hanlon were fatally wounded. Dáithi Ó Conaill led the rest of the Unit 
across the Border. He was arrested by Free State police while seeking aid for his 


wounded comrades, 


tilities, Ó Conaill was active again work- 
ing closely with Séamus Twomey. Foll- 
owing the bilateral truce of 1975, the 
Free State police intensified their attempts 
to arrest Ó Conaill and succeeded in July 
when he was again jailed in Portlaoise 
Prison. 
ON HUNGER STRIKE 

During that period. Dáithí Ó Conaill 
was one of twenty prisoners who endured 
a forty-seven-day hunger strike. The con- 
ditions in the jail at the time were brutal 
but matters improved following the 
hunger strike. The public revulsion against 
the government for its treatment of the 
political prisoners was such that ministers, 
Patrick Cooney and Conor Cruise O’Brien 
lost their seats and the leader, Liam Cos- 
grave was forced to resign. 

Released at the end of 1977, Dáithi was 
again active in a leadership role. With the 
advent of the tragic hunger strikes in 
Long Kesh, O Conaill was appointed to 
the National H-Block/Armagh Committee. 


He was instrumental in having Bobby 
Sands nominated as a candidate for the 
famous Fermanagh/South Tyrone by- 
election despite considerable opposition. 
Sands’ victory gave a tremendous boost 
to the Republican Movement and the 
subsequent election of Paddy Agnew and 
Ciarán Doherty in the 26 Counties added 


ATTENDANCE at Dáithí Ó Con- 
aill's funeral represented a wide 
section of Irish life and included: 

Phil Flynn, General Secretary, 
IMPACT; Christina Carney, former- 
ly of National H-Block/Armagh 
Committee; Tomás MacAnna, 
Abbey Theatre; Caroline MacAnna; 
Billy McKee and Leo Martin, 
Belfast; Liam Rice, Portlaoise 
prisoner in 1940s; Liam Stewart, 
Felons' Club, Belfast; Seán Mac 
Stiofán, former  Chief-of-Staff, 
IRA; Mrs. Rosemary Goss - Doran, 
Dundalk; Matt Casey, Longford; 
Neil Blaney, MEP; Eamonn Mac 
Thomáis, Dublin; Tom Mitchell, 
former Sinn Féin TD for Mid- 
Ulster; Eamonn Boyce, Omagh 
Raid prisoner 1954-61; Seán Keen- 
an, Derry; Fr. Paddy Ryan, Tipper- 
ary; Vincent Browne, Sunday Trib- 
une; Marcus Fogarty, Cashel; 
Tomás Mac Ruairi, Irish Press; 
Paddy Duffy, Mulhuddart (Teeling 
Column 1956); Caitlin de Faoite, 
Cathaoirleach, Treasa Ni Chear- 
naigh, Runai and Tomás Ó Liath- 
din, Cisteoir, National Graves 
Association; Liam Nolan, Dublin 
(Pearse Column); Leo and Celine 
Collins, Meath; John L. McCor- 
mack, Meath; Bertie and Betty 
McCormack, Dublin; John Joe 
Ruane, Galway (Teeling Column); 
Charlie Murphy, Dublin; Padraig O 
Nuallán, late of New Ireland; 
Máire Ui Nualláin, Baile Atha 


to the impetus. Dáithí Ó Conaill was 
Director of Elections for that campaign. 

In the early 1980s, the Republican 
Movement was beset with internal prob- 
lems. An element advocated a swing to 
the ultraJeft and the abandoning of the 
wellreceived policy of EIRE NUA. 
Dáithi O Conaill opposed these moves 
and eventually, matters came to a head in 
1986 when an unrepresentative Ard- 
Fheis (Convention) agreed by a slim 
majority to recognise the Free State par- 
liament and Constitution. 


EIRE NUA 

Along with kindred spirits, Dáithi 6 
Conaill rallied to the Republican cause 
and reorganised under the banner of 
Republican Sinn Féin. He was Vice- 
President of the organisation and had 
been very involved in updating the EIRE 
NUA policy which was launched at a 
Press Conference in Dublin on October 5, 
1990. He viewed the Republican Move- 
ment, not as a political party, but as the 
main catalyst of progressive forces to 
achieve Irish Freedom. 

Not only has the Republican Movement 
lost its most dedicated soldier and polit- 
ical theorist but Ireland has lost a true 
patriot. He will never be replaced. 


— Cathleen Knowles 


Cliath; Tim Garvey, Boston, USA; 
Dónall O Siocháin, Irish and Celtic 
Publications; Cork; Séamus O Düsh- 
láine, Dept. of Folklore, UCD; 
Domhnall Ó Lübhlai, Coláiste na 
bhFiann; Staf Von  Velthoven, 
Flanders; Seán  Cronin, Cork; 
Séamus Murphy, Bray (Arborfield 
prisoner 1950s); Mrs. Nora Shevlin, 
Chapelizod. 


MESSAGES OF SYMPATHY 
Jim Maunsell, Boston, Chairman 
"Friends of lrish Freedom"; Pat 
O'Connell, New York, Vice- 
Chairman, do.; Peter Quinn, New 
York; Richard Behal, Killarney;, 
Mrs. Una Murray, Dublin; Kitty and 
Nat Adams, Dundalk; Dan and 
Teresa Hoban, Mayo; George and 
Kathleen Rice, Tralee; Nollaig O 
Gadhra, iriseoir, Gaillimh; George 
Harrison, New York; Pat McGirl, 
New Jersey (Teeling Column); 
Carol Coulter, Irish Times; Des- 
mond Fennell, writer; John Hayes, 
POW, Albany Prison, Isle of Wight. 
Ciarán Mac Anaili, Aturnae, Baile 
Atha Cliath; Donnchadh Lehane, 
solicitor, Dublin. 


Paul and Pat O Dwyer and Frank 
and Monica Durkan, New York, 
had two trees planted in Dáithí 

Conaill’s name at Duhallow 
Forest Centre, Co. Cork under the 
sponsorship of the Irish American 
Cultural Institute, St. Paul, Minn- 


esota, USA. 


NE OF DAITH{S MORE 

bizzare escapades was the 

famous, or infamous, press con- 
ference to launch the book, Freedom 
Struggle , back in the summer of 1973. 

The sheer affrontery of holding this 
major press conference just a few yards 
away under the nose of the then Taois- 
each, Liam Cosgrave, caused a nationwide 
storm with the harassed Gardai coming 
in for the proverbial tongue-ashing from 
the Minister of Hardship, as he was then 
known. 

Under the pretext that they were hold- 
ing a seminar for ‘Electrical Retailers’, 
Déithi had organised the Irish and British 
media to attend for something ‘special’. 
This was always sure to attract the atten- 
tion of the media hacks. 

The media assembled in the old Royal 
Hibernian Hotel in Dawson Street, where 
they were collected by an aide of Dáithi"s 
and told to follow his car to the meeting 
place, 

Their journey was not without some 
confusion and humour. The aide, a recent 
arrival from the North, and no expert in 
the geography of Southside Dublin, 
immediately proceeded to get himself 
lost. The media foilowing in a convoy of 
cars began to think that their guide was 
driving them round in circles to throw off 
any possibility of pursuing Special Branch. 


MYSTIFIED 
Anyway, as the saying goes, all ended 
well. The by now mystified and totally 


Daithi Ó Conaill 1938 - 1991 


FREEDOM STRUGGLE 


confused media, not to forget about the 
aide, eventually arrived at their meeting 
point for the conference. The "platform 
party’ on that fateful day included: 
Dáithi, Chairman of the Conference, 
Eamonn MacThomáis, Seán Keenan of 
Derry, Jimmy Drumm, Séamus Twomey 
and Gerry O'Hare. 

Prior to the conference Dáithi was at 
great pains with Eamonn to ensure that 
the questions only relate to the book but 
even Dáithi underestimated the opportun- 
ity that had been presented to the media 
who were by now convinced that they 
were meeting the “Army Council". 


As the conference began the assembled 
media, who included John Simpson of 
the BBC, Simon Hogarth of The Guardia. 
television presenter, Mary Holland, /rish 
Times reporters, Donal Foley and Henry 
Kelly, and among others, the late Liam 
MacGowan of the Sunday World. 


AVING READ THE CON- 

tents of the book the media only 

wanted to know about the 
current IRA campaign and despite Éam- 
onn's best intentions they would not be 
deflected from their obviously pre- 
planned strategy to get to the ‘meat’ of 
the conference. 

Dáithí kept trying to keep Eamonn 
from losing his cool. Something which be- 
came dangerously warmer and warmer as 
he and Liam MacGowan began to argue 
the merits and demerits of who were the 


*At the "Freedom Struggle" press Conference in 1973 (from left) Gerry O'Hare, Dáithí Ó Conaill, Eamonn Mae 


Thomáis, Séamas Twomey. 


rightful inheritors of the true Republican 
ideal. 

Dáithí became more and more uncom- 
fortable, muttering time and time again, 
"For God's sake take it easy Éamonn, we 
will all be arrested." When eventually 
quizzed by a now hostile media as to who 
they were talking to, Éamonn stood up 
and said: "You are talking to the leader- 
ship of the Republican Movement. On my 
ket iu 

At this there was a loud groan from 
Dáithí and the immortal words "Lets get 
the hell out of here". Something that the 
rest of the party of ‘Electrical Retailers’ 
didn’t need a second prompting to do. 

The sequel to the press conterence was 
that Eamonn was arrested the next day 
under the orders of a spiteful Cosgrave, 
Gerry O'Hare was arrested about six 
weeks later in the company of Derry jour- 
nalist Eamonn McCann. Séamus Twomey 
Was captured a few weeks later. Jimmy 
Drumm was also arrested but released. 
You would have thought that he was 
happy! Not a bit of it! Jimmy could be 
heard saying on leaving the conference: 
“It’s all right for you guys, you have your 
safe billets to go to, { have to go and face 
Maura.” 

To which Dáithí quipped “Not for all 
the gold in the world would I swop places 
with you Jimmy”. 


- Gerry O Hare 


Dáithí Ó Conaill 1938 
THE FUTURE IN MIND = 


Dáithí O Conaill joined the 
Republican Movement at the 
age of seventeen. He was one of the 
first to volunteer for active service 
when the campaign against British 
occupation opened on December 12, 
1956. He took part in the famous 
attack on Brookeborough RUC Barr- 
acks when Seán South and Fergal O' 
Hanlon were killed. The remainder of 
the IRA raiding party, including Dáithí, 
having made it across the Border 
were arrested by Southern State forces. 
Having served a six-month sentence 
he was re-arrested on release at the 
gates of Mountjoy Jail and interned 
without trial in the Curragh Camp. In 
October 1958, Dáithí made a dramatic 
escape from the Curragh Internment 
Camp, with Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, and 
immediately returned to his active ser- 
vice unit in the Six Counties. In Nov- 
ember '59 he was very badly wounded 
in an ambush in Ardboe, Co. Tyrone. 
He was picked up by the RUC and 
later sentenced to eight years impris- 
onment in Belfast Jail. Following the 
termination of the '50s campaign he 
was released in 1963. 

When the troubles broke out in 
1969 Dáithí O Conaill spent the early 
days of the campaign behind the barr- 
icades of Derry's “no-go” areas. When 
the split in the Movement took place 
around this time Dáithi sided with the 
newly formed Provisionals. He stood 
firm for the abolition of Stormont 
against those who believed in its re- 
form. In 1971 he left for the contin- 
ent where he managed to escape from 
Dutch and other European police for- 
ces and return to Ireland after attempt- 
ing to export several tons of arms from 
Holland. 

In July 1972, following the abolition 
of Stormont and during the short- 
lived Truce that followed, he accom- 
panied other top IRA leaders in face- 
to-face negotiations with the British 
Government in a Chelsea drawing 
room. On his return to Dublin Dáithí 
was shortly to discover that he was on 
the “wanted” list in the South. 


B» IN CORK IN 1938 


In December 1972, having addressed 
the inaugural meeting of Irish Civil 
Rights in Dublin, an attempt by Spec- 
ial Branchmen to nab him was foiled 
by his wife Deirdre while some of his 
friends helped him in his escape. This 
hailed the start of a long series of 
dramatic ‘on the run’ exploits to avoid 
capture as he was hounded and harried 
by government agents in the South. 

In April 1973 he defied the full 
strength of Crown Forces by appearing 
in Milltown Cemetery, Belfast to give 
the oration at the Easter Commemor- 
ation. Later the same year, at the Ard 
Fheis of Sinn Fein in the Mansion 
House, he embarrassed the Dublin 
Government by slipping in and out 
through a cordon of hundreds of pol- 
ice and Special Branch and delivering 
a thirty minute address to the Con- 
vention. In June of the following year 
he made another dramatic appearance 
in Ballina, at the funeral of Michael 
Gaughan, where he delivered a memor- 
able oration. 

It also must be remembered that 
during his time ‘on the run’ Dáithí 
gave several interviews to journalists. 
These iricluded a very controversial 
one to Independent Television journ- 
alist, Mary Holland, on the question of 
British withdrawal. 

In December of 1974 Daithi Ó Con- 
aill spearheaded the historic Feakle 
peace talks that ended so abruptly 
when IRA Intelligence became aware 
of the Dublin Government's know- 
ledge of the meeting place and the in- 
tention to raid the hotel and arrest 
the Republican participants. The sen- 
sational “freedom dash" of the Repub- 
lican delegation before the assault by 
government forces was typical of so 
many dramatic escapes at the time. 

Many people deplored the Dublin 
Government's attempt to abort the 
conference. Dáithi was finally run to 
ground, in a house in the Coolock 
area of Dublin on July 9, 1975 after 
two-and-a-half years *on the run' from 
Free State and Crown forces over the 
thirty two counties of Ireland. From 
within Portlaoise Prison he fought for 


ePiaas Ó Dúill and Dáithí in 1983 
prisoners’ rights and spent 47 days on 
hunger strike. He was released in 1977. 


planning for the future that 
Dáithí Ó Conaill’s political 
ability was best seen: 

“The future of the New Ireland most 

certainly lies in regionalism, not in 

centralised power inward looking 
and grasping as it was in Stormont 
and as it is at present in the South- 
ern parliament,” he wrote. 
It had been at the instigation of his 
philosophy that Provisional Sinn Féin 
proposed four regional Parliaments 
with Dáil Uladh embracing nine coun- 
ties - the ancient territory of Ulster. 
The later abandonment of the federal 
approach by the Provisionals came as 
a bitter blow to him. Dáithí Ó Conaill's 
own view on what a nine county par- 
liament would offer may be gleaned 
from his following remarks: “The root 
cause of the present crisis is the partit- 
ion system, which created an unnatur- 
al political area against the democratic 
wishes of the majority of the Irish 
people. By creating a provincial par- 
liament for the nine counties of Ul- 
ster, within a new Ireland, the par- 
tition system would be disestablished 
and the problem of the border remov- 
ed. The Protestant people of Ulster 
would have a working majority of 
approximately one quarter million 
within the province and would have 
immediate access to power. That 
power would be the surest guarantee 
of their civil and religious liberty 
within a New Ireland. 

“Furthermore, the devolution of 
power to local level would ensure for 
each community the opportunity to 
foster its own traditions and culture. 


I: WAS OF COURSE IN 


e With Tom Kelleher at the scene of the Crossbarry ambush, Co. Cork. 


Each region and community would 
have within itself the immediate power 
to deal with its own social and econ- 
omic problems. Such devolution of 
power from one central authority to 
the people is the essence of democracy. 
The ability of the people to be in- 
volved in decision-making which in- 
fluences their own lives and their own 
particular community is the only guar- 
antee of a practical, progressive and 
viable democratic system of gov- 
ernment. 

“The Nationalist population would 
be of sufficient strength to ensure a 
strong and credible opposition within 
reach of power and for the first time 
in fifty years we could see a normal- 
isation of politics with an end to the 
domination of one community by the 
other and the resulting frustration and 
conflict.” 

One of Dáithí Ó Conaill's greatest 
qualities was his ability to inspire 
others. Never was this more apparent 
than when he was endeavouring to 


promote  inter-group contact or 
making soundings for dialogue by 
promoting contact between like and 
like - Churches with Churches, polit- 
icians with their opposite numbers, 
trade unionists with trade unionists. 
It was his firm belief that the shape of 
future political structures in Ireland 
lies entirely in the hands of participant 
groups. 

Amongst many of his initiatives was 
an attempt to discover the true beliefs 
and feelings of members of opposing 
groups and to distinguish these from 
the beliefs and feelings attributed to 
them or put forward by them pub- 
licly. Of most interest to him was the 
discovery of real areas of shared hope 
and concern that would provide 
common ground and a way forward in 
the search for new structures that 
would exploit individual and collective 
initiative to the full. 

As Vice-President of Sinn Féin Pob- 
lachtach his final inspiration was to 
update ÉIRE NUA — a New Democ- 


racy. This pamphlet portrays once 
again his firm belief in the need for 
a deeper humanism that community 
government can give — a humanism 
that would seek the full development 
of the personality and provide a better 
quality of life in society. *A New Beg- 
inning" is the title and tenor of the 
opening chapter, portraying a familiar 
optimism in face of a keen understand- 
ing of the gigantic problems on all 
sides of Irish society — economic, 
social, psychological, cultural and 
religious. 

Dáithi Ó Conaill was no mere re- 
formist. He was a true Republican 
and a confirmed revolutionary , vowed 
to strip the nation of the crude 
tyranny of foreign occupation and 
state bureaucracy that is fast destroy- 
ing the enterprising spirit of the nation. 
May his spirit imbue us with fervour 
for a fresh and radical approach to the 
building of a New Ireland. 


— An tAthair Piaras Ó Dúill 


Y FATHER WAS BORN 
M: a family of five boys in 
1938. His sister Elma, the 
youngest child was born a year later. 
The seven children were a familiar 


sight around the Lough area in Cork 
"fifties. Fishing in the Lough was a 


their Aunt's fruit and vegetable shop. 
The whole family would take off to 
Crosshaven once a year for their 
annual holiday. 

The O'Connell family were regular 
attenders at the Easter Commemor- 
ation in St. Finbarr's Cemetery, where 
among others, they honoured their 
uncle, Michael O'Sullivan, who was 
bayonetted to death by the Black-and- 
Tans in 1921 while sleeping in a barn 
alongside five other Republicans in 
Ballycannon, Co. Cork. 

Dad loved to visit his Aunt May, 
where lively discussions were a 
common event, under the watchful 
eye of de Valera and Collins, whose 
portraits were displayed on opposite 
walls in the living room. Dad’s interest 
in Irish history was nurtured from an 
early age through these political 
debates. 

My grandfather O’Connell died trag- 
ically when my father was only eleven 
years old. The six sons followed in a 
long line of carpenters, characteristic 
of the O’Connell family. Dad valued 
his trade and always showed a talent 
for working with his hands. He left 
Greenmount School at sixteen and 
studied at night for his carpentry 
qualifications. In 1955 he was award- 
ed first prize in Ireland and Britain in 
his apprenticeship examination and 
received a Gold Medal. He held both 
education and qualifications in high 
esteem and never ceased learning. 


LOCAL ELECTIONS 

During the local elections of 1955 
Dad became aware that Sinn Féin were 
thinking along his lines and that their 
policies and aspirations were akin to 
his. He became a member, and so 
began his long career in the service of 
the Republican Movement. 


City during the “forties and early | 


happy pursuit as was helping out in | 
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© Deirdre, Fergal, Dáithi, Ciara and Diog in Baltimore, Co. Cork in 1977. 


In Crumlin Road Jail, where he 
served an eight year sentence foll- 
owing an encounter with the RUC 
in which he was badly wounded, my 
father studied O-Levels and A-Levels. 
He was an avid reader from an early 
age. 

He met my mother, Deirdre Caffrey , 
while on the run in 1959, It wasn’t 
long before she was paying a weekly 
trip to Belfast to visit him following 
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his incarceration there. He was rel- 
eased in 1963 and the following year 
he and my mother were married in 
Donnybrook Church, Dublin. 

Their married life began in Cork. 
After purchasing the fruit and veg- 
etable shop my Dad converted it into 
the first family home, where Fergal 
and Ciara were born. Meanwhile my 
father began training as a Vocational 
School teacher in Gorey, Co. Wexford. 


Da 


After qualifying he secured a position 
in Carrick and Ballyshannon Vocation- 
al Schools. While teaching, and espec- 
ially in latter years, he was constantly 
updating his skills and methods with 
the advance of the computer age. It 
was while the move from Cork to Don- 
egal was taking place that I was born. 
While living in Glencolmcille Dad 
worked closely with Fr. James McDyer 
in the planning and construction of 
the Glencolmcille Co-operative Hol- 
iday Village which was a huge success 
and managed to curb emigration and 
unemployment at the time. 


As children, we were shelter- 


n 1972 we moved to Dublin. 
I: to a certain degree from 


knowledge of the political side of our . 


father. All we knew was that we had 
more holidays and trips to the country 
than other children. It was always an 
adventure going to meet our Dad when 
he was on the run. Christmases were 
celebrated in weird and wonderful 
places, Santa Claus was always able 
to find us but nobody else could. Dad 
always ran high risks to see us. 

While in Portlaoise Prison we corres- 
ponded weekly by letter. It was always 
a matter of amazement why the prison 
censor read our letters, and on one 
occasion when I stated such it was 
censored. 


SPIRITS 

When Dad was on hunger strike, 
which lasted 47 days, his spirits never 
failed him, his laughter and good 
nature rang through his letters. Being 
reared in Dublin, my father tried to 
make true ‘Corkonians’ out of us. We 
hiked up to Gouganebarra to drink 
from the river Lee, often rang the Bells 
of Shandon and climbed Patrick’s Hill. 
At least once a year we'd have a holid- 
ay by the sea and our appreciation of 
our natural environment was develop- 
ed through our parents' love of it. We 
travelled the length and breadth of the 
country, from an early age. 

My father's death on New Year's 
Day, at the relatively early age of 52, 
has created a terrible sense of loss 
in our family. There are no words to 
describe how we feel but our happy 
memories, that only he could have left 
us, will never fade. For that we are 
grateful. 

— Díóg Ní Chonaill 


© Deirdre and Dáithí in Ballybunion, 1967. 
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A Tribute to 
DÁITHÍ Ó CONAILL 


Dáithí, it was a pleasure to know you, 
You with the winsome, friendly smile, 
Made bright with eyes, that peered, deep 
Into the very soul of friend and foe. 


Humble you were, giving up youth 
And boyhood's wild adventures, 


For a cause which you slaved and strove for, 


The freedom of your country. 


Unselfish you were, heir of a city, 


Where MacSweeney and MacCurtáin once trod, 
And dreamed of an island, whole, undivided, 


Where Protestant and Catholic, 
Would live in peaceful harmony . 


Dáithí, tall, stately, dignified, 
Teacher, scholar, soldier, 
Soft spoken, with a lilting Cork dialect, 


History will one day, show your true worth, 


You who fought with Seán and Fergal, 
Defied the wrath of armed bigots, 
To free the fourth green field. 


Today, your noble body lies in line 


With heroes like Pearse and O'Donovan Rossa, 


In the coveted army of patriots, 
Resting in peace, after lives of struggle. 


But your spirit rises far above 


With your Creator, who gave his life also, 


To prove to an uncaring world, 
That good men are still born, 
Passing through quietly, dignified, 
Leaving a mark never forgotten, 
Which time and age cannot erase. 


— Máiréad Duffy 
Dún Laoghaire 
Co. Dublin 


Continued on Page 14 


DO DHAITHI 


Aige glóir-ghairm sráide 

Do laochra na Cásca 

Faoi bhratach na Poblachta 
Ar ionad na hiobairte 
Glaodhadh as ainm ort 

A Dháithí de clann Chonaill 
Ach cá raibh tú uainn ? 


I measc do chompánaigh 

Ag comóradh na Cásca 

Bhí an ri-cathaoir follamh 

An curadh-mhit gan caitheamh 
Ceol caointeach ó cláirsigh 

Os na filí, gol-dánta 

Cá raibh tú a Dháithí ? 

An freagra a chasfaí 

I measc na hOireachtaigh 


Go min-minic cheana — 

'É faoi glas ag Gallaibh 

Ón macalla fálsa 

Do tháinig an freagra 
"Faoi glas atá sé 

Ní ag Gaela ná Gallaibh 
Ach i dtoircim sior-codalta 
Faoi fód glas na Fódla' 


Ach ni hé sin an freagra 

Chas gaoith glan an Earraigh 
Thar na mbratach ag séideadh 
Go bog, binn, caithréimeach 


"Sé glas na siorraiochta 
Is tearmann dó choiche ,, 
I measc laochra na saoirse 


Glaodh as ainm air, mar aon 

Le Ceannt is Pluincéad 

Ó Conghaile, Ó Cléirigh 

Ór — liodáin na Féinne 

Mac Donnachadha, Mac Diarmada 
Mac Piarais an ceann-iorradh 

An Rí-cathaoir réidh dó 

Is an curadh-mhir taobh leis" 


Ní san uaig duit a Dháithí 
Ach i measc do chomrddar 
Do ainm i nOgham scrite 

Do ghaisci ghá ríomhadh 

I measc Gaela go deo 

Fhaid a mhaireann muid beo. 


- Tomás Mac Anna 
Bealtaine 1991 


Daithí Ó Conaill 1938 ~ 1991 


HEAS CORCAIGH AN FÓD 

go dian in aghaidh na nDubh- 

chrónach agus rinne siad 
ciolar ciot daofa ó Chill Mhichil go 
Crois a Bharraigh agus ar fud na contae. 
Le linn an tréimhse sin dhúnmharaigh 
na Dubhchrónaigh chéanna Micheál Ó 
Súilleabháin uncail Dháithř Ó Conaill 
agus b'éigean do uncail eile imeacht go 
Meiriceá i 1925. Ba san traidisiún pob- 
lachtach sin a tógadh agus a hoileadh 
an stócach óg a ghlac an bóthar fada ó 
thuaidh i 1956 le páirt an-ghníomhach 
a ghlacadh i bhfeachtas IRA na caog- 
adaí. Ó Inis Ceithleann go Lios na 
Sgiath go Achadh Lon go Ard Bhoth 
go braighdeanas. 

Ní raibh an stócach óg seo as Cean- 
tar na Locha i gCorcaí ach ocht 
mbliana déag ach nior stad sé go lá a 
bháis 34 bliain ina dhiaidh sin do 
bheith ag obair go dichefflach le Fire 
Saor agus Gaelach an Phiarsaigh a 
pocorn Pieri cs i * Ddithi le Sean-Oglach Myles Reilly (ar chlé) i Knocknadruce, 1988. 
achta thuaidh agus theas. Bhí sé ar a — bpolasai ÉIRE NUA a raibh sé agobair bhreá leis oiche spraoi agus cuideachta. 
sheachnamh ar feadh i bhfad agus air roimh a bhás, tá an doiceiméid Chaith mé níos mó nó aon oiche ina 
rinne sé an-obair éaló ó phéas na amháin creidiúnach atá ag aon pháirtí chuideachta ach is maith mo chuimhne 
hEorpa nuair a bhi sé a lorg airm an- Sa tif seo a bhfuil seans éigin aon socrú ar an trathnóna a chaith mé leis féin 
sin i dtús na seachtóidí. Chuaigh sé i polaitíochta a dhéanamh le síochán Deirdre agus Proinsias Mac Garaidh as 
ngar don bhás níos mó ná uair amháin bhuan a bhaint amach. Glinnte Aontrom i dtdbhairne Ó 
i ndeabhaidh lainne go cróga le forsai Ba óráidí den scoth é, láidir, dáir- Tuataigh i gCillin Chaoimhín i gCill 
armtha na Breataine ó thuaidh agusgo iribh, tíoránta ar uairibh ach soiléir go Mhantáin i ndiaidh cuimhneachán 
dúshlánach stailc ocrais ó dheas ach raibh an eolas aige ar stair a thire. Bhí Néill Phluincéad Ur Baoighill i Knock- 
níor staon sé ariamh don iarracht leis an mheas air thar lear go h'aithrid i nadruce 1988. Biontach go deo na 
an cheangal le Sasain a bhriseadh agus Meiriceá ó chuaigh sé féin agus Seán Ó scéalta a bhí aige fan am a chaith sé i 
aidhm na saoirse a bhaint amach. Cianáin ansin le Northern Aid a bhunú gCúige Uladh má ba dainsireach féin 

Ba sin an saighdiúr a raibh cáilíochta i dtús na seachtóidí. Bhí seasamh aige sin, fa GhleannCholmcille agus Bun 
an Choileánaigh aige mar fhear airm i measc a phobail agus meas aithrid ag Dobhráin an áit a raibh an-mheas air. 
ach a raibh tuigbhéail mhaith aige don — üdaráisí air a bhí uaireanta ar a thóir. Ba anseo ag ócáid chuimhneacháin na 
riachtanas a bhí le múnla dúchasach Bhí sé sin soiléir leis a scaifte mór a stailceoirí ocrais sa t-samhradh anur- 
polaitíochta a bhunú. Bhí a leithid chuaigh chuig a thórramh go Glas- aidh a thug sé óráid le téama domhan- 
tuillte ag an tir seo i ndiaidh coiliniú naion ina measc mórán dá shean chom- da, chomh maith agus a chuala mé ó 
ocht gcéad bliain. Mar straitéisí agus rádaithe, cuid acu nach dtáinig le na aon árdán polaitíochta sa tit seo. 
"mar theagbhálai polaitíochta, bhi sé dhearcadh polaitiochta ar na maillibh. Chuaigh a dhdirireacht chun cinn go 
ionbhuailte ar mhórán dá dtáinig B: GRÁ AIGE DON mór ar an slua. Ba sin an dáiríreacht 


roimhe, Léirigh sé an éirim aigne agus teanga ghaeilge mar atá léir- céanna a chonaic mise san fhear ón 
an cumas teagbhála sin i gcruinnithe ithe aige in ainmneacha a chéad tráthnóna a tháinig sé trasna 
le mór cheannairí na Sasana, Heath, chlainne... . . . Feargal, Ciara agus na teorann faoi choim go h-Inis 
Whitelaw, Wilson agus oifigigh údaras- Dióg. Agus in aineoinn a bheith ara Ceithleann i 1956. Agus chomh maith 
acha eile. Léirigh sé fosta chomh dair- sheachnamh mórán den am ins na leis an dairireacht sin bhí an ionracas, 
iribh agus a bhí sé le siochán bhuan a seachtóidí, thug sé cúram dá theagh- an dóchas agus an dásacht chun gnimh 
bhaint amach nuair a bhuail sé féin lach agus dá bhean céile Deirdre,a bhi’ a rinne pearsa tábhachtach dó i stair na 
agus ceannairí eile Ghluaiseacht na mar chúltaca i gcónaí aige. Ins na tire seo. Rinne sé a chion féin in ath- 
Poblachta leis na ministéirř Protas- blianta deireannacha seo bhí sé a ghabháil na h-Éireann. Beidh sé 
túnach san Fhiacail i gCo. an Chláir i múineadh scoile i dTamhlacht i mBaile deacair a leithid a fháil aris. 

1975. Ba éa thug agallaimh dona mór Átha Cliath. Ba mhian leis an obair a 

mheáin teilifise ón iasacht. Agus i dhéanamh ar tús, ina dhiaidh sin ba — Pádraig Ó Baoighill 


_A Tribute To 
DÁITHÍ 6 CONAILL 


What manner of man was he — our Dáithí Ó Conaill — 
Gentle, warm and kind 

With soft spoken words of wisdom. 

For ever strong in his convictions of Irish freedom 

Always brave in actions and deeds. 

Husband, father, patriot, statesman, hero, true Irishman — 
Never waivering, always loyal to his ideals of 1916. 


To Ireland he gave his blood, 

He carried English bullets in his body all his life, 

And scars were etched deep within his heart. 

Wounds and hunger-strike sapped his bodily strength 

Yet his strength of spirit never waned, but only grew 

Dedicated, loyal, wise beyond his years 

Friends, comrades, and foe alike admired his firmness of purpose, 
To have Ireland free and at peace was his life-long dream. 

He was an inspiration to all. 


Too soon he left us on New Year's Morn of '91 — too young to die, 
So stout of heart and gentle manner and wisdom. 

Our loss! Aye, our loss! 

But greater still — Ireland’s loss! 

A devastating loss — never to be replaced. 


Oh, Dáithí, we miss you, 

But we know we'll meet again. 

You made it easy for us to die because we know 
You wait to welcome all of us with open arms 
To be together once again — in Heaven. 

This gentle man is gone, yet he is with us still 
For he will live for ever in our hearts. 


To St. Peter this great man has said, 
"Another Óglaigh na hÉireann reporting, Sir, 
I have served my time in Hell." 


- Lois and Jack Donohue 
Mt. Sinai, N.Y., USA 
Members of Cumann na Saoirse 


TO THE MEMORY OF 


DÁITHÍ Ó CONAILL 


Renowned Republican Soldier 


Who was taken so tragically from 
us on New Year's Day, 1991 


His work for Ireland will be 
remembered by future generations 


He has now gone to join his friend 
and comrade 


EOIN McNAMEE 


Death cannot break the bonds 
or erase their memories 


THE LEADERSHIP OF THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT 


